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THE CHILDREN OF THE DEVIL
Bryan Braswell

INTRODUCTION1

Some may think of the devil as being a mere force, but that force
is personal and is pictured in the person of an angel (cf., Job 1:6ff;
2 Pet. 2:4; Ju. 6). The devil, also called Satan, is the archenemy of
God’s seed (Gen. 3:15). Relative to the identity of the devil, and listing
Bible truths, Coffman comments:

... it is plainly declared in the Holy Scriptures that Satan is
actually a person, a being higher in the order of creation than
man, but fallen from his first estate (Jude 1:6). Satan is held in
awe even by angels and appears to have been cast out of his
domain because of conceit and ambition (1 Timothy 3:6). Satan
is the enemy that sows tares (Matthew 13:28); snatches the word
out of men’s hearts (Matthew 13:19); and, by means of countless
snares and devices, takes men captive to do the devil’s will
(2 Timothy 2:26). Nevertheless, Satan is restricted and limited.
He does not share control of the universe with God and may not
even tempt one little child of God more than the child is able to
bear (1 Corinthians 10:13).2

Satan is a father and has children (Acts 8:23; 13:10; Jn. 8:44; 1 Jn.
3:10 et al.). He is the father of lies and lusts from the beginning (Jn.
8:44). Satan lied to Adam and Eve in the beginning and he is still lying
today, still seeking whom he may devour (1 Pet. 5:8-9).

In this chapter, we will discuss the children of Satan. Our focus will
be on how the devil is a father of children, how one becomes a child of
the devil, the characteristics of the devil’s children, and whether we are
the children of God or Satan.
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ONE IS NOT BORN A CHILD OF SATAN
According to Calvinism’s doctrine of “Total Hereditary Deprav-

ity,” one is not only a child from birth, one is a child from the moment
of his conception. Because everyone dies, Calvinism insists that sin and
its condemnation are hereditary, passed from parents down to their
children. There is no Scriptural reason for anyone to accept such an
absurd false doctrine. It is true that all men are the descendants of
Adam and are “made of one blood” (Acts 17:26). Moreover, it is true
that sin and the need for redemption began in the Garden of Eden. But,
sin has never been a matter of hereditary, genetics, or inheritance.

Cain and Abel were not born sinners. True, Cain was evidently
highly influenced by Satan, but he was not born a sinner. He, like Judas
Iscariot, “by transgression fell” (cf., Acts. 1:25). Relative to Cain in the
beginning, John wrote: “Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one, and
slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because his own works
were evil, and his brother's righteous” (1 Jn. 3:12). Speaking of the
“way of Cain,” Jude related: “Woe unto them! for they have gone in the
way of Cain, and ran greedily after the error of Balaam for reward, and
perished in the gainsaying of Core” (Ju. 11, emphasis added). Cain’s
way was the wrong way, but Abel, his brother, “by faith” chose to do
right (Heb. 11:4).

The prophet Ezekiel wrote:
Yet say ye, Why? doth not the son bear the iniquity of the
father? When the son hath done that which is lawful and right,
and hath kept all my statutes, and hath done them, he shall surely
live. The soul that sinneth, it shall die. The son shall not bear the
iniquity of the father, neither shall the father bear the iniquity of
the son: the righteousness of the righteous shall be upon him,
and the wickedness of the wicked shall be upon him (Ezek.
18:19-20).

Sin is a choice, not a matter of genetics. It can be and often is the
result of bad influence. When one sins after giving over to evil
influence or temptation, sin brings forth death. James explains:

Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for
God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man:
But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own
lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth
forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death (Jas.
1:13-15).



Bryan Braswell 343

This corresponds with what Moses recorded in Genesis 2:17; 3:1ff.
Adam and Eve were tempted by Satan. They succumbed to their own
lusts. Because of their sin, which was a transgression of God’s law,
Adam and Eve were separated from God, which by definition is
spiritual death. This is what God promised in Genesis 2:17. Reflecting
upon how this has worked, Paul explains: “Wherefore, as by one man
sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon
all men, for that all have sinned” (Rom. 5:12).

Calvinists cannot prove that babies are born in sin, therefore, one
should reject their erroneous doctrine. According to the Bible, babies
are born pure and without sin. Going against everything else the Bible
teaches on the subject, Calvinists stubbornly quote David saying: “I
was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me” (Ps.
51:5). This passage is their sugar stick. In this verse, David is not
saying he was a sinner from birth, or that he had inherited Adam’s (or
anyone else’s) sin. Calvinists “twist” Psalms 51:5 in a vain effort to
make it teach something it does not (cf., 2 Pet. 3:16). David could have
been using hyperbole when he used those words, or he could have been
describing the sinful condition of the world when he was born,
however, David was not saying he was BORN WITH and CON-
DEMNED BY SIN. Sin is an act of violating God’s law. John wrote:
“Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the
transgression of the law” (1 Jn. 3:4). Further, he states: “All unrigh-
teousness is sin” (5:17).

Babies are not born into Satan’s fold. Helpless about such matters,
the environment into which a baby is born may be a reprobate,
depraved and sinful place, but that does not mean the baby is a
reprobate, depraved and sinful. At birth and during the years that follow
(until they reach the age of accountability), children are innocent and
are neither lost nor condemned. Should one die before he reaches the
age of accountability, he is “safe” and will spend eternity in heaven.

It is only after one reaches the age of accountability that God holds
him responsible for his sins. Even then he does not inherit sin. As a free
moral agent, he has the power to choose whether or not he will sin. Just
as one can opt to sin, he can choose to learn, believe, and obey the
Word of Truth. No one can aspire to do a greater deed, for this truth
leads to the God of all truth (cf., Jn. 8:31-32; 12:48-59; 14:6; 17:17).
One can know the truth and be free from sin by it, but babies do not lust
and commit sin. They are incapable of understanding and believing the
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truth; therefore, they cannot be accountable. Hence, contrary to what
the Calvinists teach, babies are neither born in sin nor are they children
of the devil. When they mature, hopefully they will have been taught
to steer clear of the broad pathway that leads to destruction, a path that
is all too popular! (cf., Mt. 7:13-21).

THE DEVIL IS A FATHER
Jesus called attention to the fact that Satan is a father. Speaking to

the Jewish people of His day, He said:
Ye do the deeds of your father. Then said they to him, We be not
born of fornication; we have one Father, even God. Jesus said
unto them, If God were your Father, ye would love me: for I
proceeded forth and came from God; neither came I of myself,
but he sent me. Why do ye not understand my speech? even
because ye cannot hear my word. Ye are of your father the devil,
and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from
the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no
truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for
he is a liar, and the father of it. And because I tell you the truth,
ye believe me not ... He that is of God heareth God's words: ye
therefore hear them not, because ye are not of God (Jn. 8:41-45,
47).

It should also be noted that Elymas, the sorcerer who caused Paul so
much trouble, was called a “child of the devil” (Acts. 13:10).

In 1 John 3:10, the apostle mentions the difference between the
children of God and the children of the devil. Those persuaded and/or
motivated by Satan’s rebellion are considered to be his followers or
offspring. In the sense that he is an “influencer” of sinful deeds, Satan
is the father to those who engage in evil conduct. Contrasted to the
children of the devil, God’s children are those who are guided by His
authority, walking in the light of His Word and continuing in His
sweet, sanctified fellowship (cf., 1 Jn. 1:5-10; 2:1-3; et al.). These are
those who have been born again. (cf., Jn. 3:3-5; 1 Pet. 1:22-25; Jas.
1:18-23). Those who follow after the devil’s pernicious ways are
Satan’s children.

Incidently, lest anyone should misunderstand, though it is hard to
believe anyone could, Satan has never literally begotten or created
“flesh and blood” children. Speaking of Satan’s “fatherhood” is done
so metaphorically. This is a legitimate use of the term because those



Bryan Braswell 345

who engage in sinful thoughts and deeds are manifesting the traits of
the devil. Notice again how John applies this principle to Cain, saying:

For this is the message that ye heard from the beginning, that we
should love one another. Not as Cain, who was of that wicked
one, and slew his brother. And wherefore slew he him? Because
his own works were evil, and his brother's righteous (1 Jn. 3:11-
12).

Cain’s works were evil. His choice was to behave in a way that would
please Satan, not God. Therefore, metaphorically, Cain qualifies to be
called a “child of the devil.” The same can be said of all those who are
“of that wicked one” and whose works are “evil.”

ONE BECOMES A CHILD OF THE DEVIL BY CHOICE
The Bible nowhere implies that any man’s free moral agency has

ever been violated by God or by Satan. For a man to be a free moral
agent, God had to create an environment for him in which he could be
free to make choices between right and wrong. In this environment,
Satan appeals to man through “the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life” (1 Jn. 2:16) in an effort to get him to do evil.
Though a man may be enticed, encouraged and tempted to do evil by
Satan, it is still a man’s choice as to whether he will do right or wrong.
Obviously, if a man is convicted by and grounded in God’s truths, he
has a great advantage when faced with Satan’s temptations. However,
Satan has an easy time with those who are in tune with the world
(worldly); however, they too can choose to do God’s will if they desire.
John exhorts: “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye
sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Christ the righteous: And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for
ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world” (1 Jn. 2:1-2). Study
1 John 2:1-17. This text admonishes its readers to choose to follow God
instead of Satan.

James wrote: “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil,
and he will flee from you” (Jas. 4:7). The word “resist” literally means
to set oneself against, to withstand, resist, oppose. This is what Paul did
when he opposed Peter’s hypocritical discrimination against the
Gentiles and ate with the Jews (Gal. 2:11). Peter, through weakness,
fell into Satan’s trap. He temporarily followed the devil, but Paul
“withstood” Peter to his face. The Greek word translated “withstood,”
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in Galatians 2:11, is the same word translated “resist” in James 4:7.
Thus, this is the way to view James’ command to resist Satan.

When we humble ourselves, cast all of our cares on God, are sober
and vigilant, the devil will flee from us. On the other hand, if we have
not done those things, the devil will continue to torment us. Our
fortification from Satan and sin is in Christ. When we are in tune with
Heaven, God will protect us, “for he careth for you” (1 Pet. 5:6-9).

God permits a man to be tempted, but He tempts no man (Jas.
1:13). While God does suffer a man to be tempted, He will not allow
a man to be tempted beyond what he is able to bear (1 Cor. 10:13).
Describing how temptation leads to sin and that sin leads to death,
James states:

Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when he is tried,
he shall receive the crown of life, which the Lord hath promised
to them that love him. Let no man say when he is tempted, I am
tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither
tempteth he any man: But every man is tempted, when he is
drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then when lust hath
conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished,
bringeth forth death. Do not err, my beloved brethren (Jas. 1:12-
16, emphasis added).

Notice that the individual is responsible for his own sins. Also, in the
exhortation, “Do not err, my beloved brethren” the implication is that
the individual has a choice. When Adam and Eve were tempted by
Satan they chose to sin. They erred! Following after the works of Satan,
Cain chose to sin. He erred, too! The ramifications of these actions
were unalterable.

Consider the choices that Abraham and Sarah made regarding
Hagar (Gen. 16:1-16). What if Sarah had allowed God to carry out His
will in His own good time and Ishmael had not been born? Today,
would we be faced with problems caused by Ishmael’s descendents?
Would there be any such thing as “Islam”? Yes, these are hypothetical
questions, but they serve to show that choices have long-lasting
consequences. Though Abraham and Sarah made their choices at least
4,000 years ago, today, we are living with the results of at least some
of their choices.

CHARACTERISTICS OF SATAN’S CHILDREN
Considering Cain’s example, we can better understand the

characteristics of Satan’s children. Cain is said to be of that wicked one,
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which is Satan (1 Jn. 3:12). He succumbed to the temptation of the
devil. Jude writes: “Woe unto them! for they have gone in the way of
Cain” (Ju. 11). Because Abel offered a more excellent sacrifice, Cain
became angry and murdered Abel (cf., Gen. 4:4ff; Heb. 11:4). His
works were evil. He did things Satan’s way. When any murder is
committed, the murderer is following the way of Cain, which is the way
of Satan!

According to both Peter and Jude, some angels have sinned (2 Pet.
2:4; Ju. 6). Those angels had the ability to choose. They could either
serve their Creator or rebel against Him. Their choice was to rebel
against Him; therefore, because they chose to sin, they were cast out of
heaven. No doubt, Satan had his part to play in this rebellion. Rebellion
against God’s authority is Satan’s way. When Adam and Eve sinned in
the garden, they followed Satan instead of God. Children of the devil
can be recognized by their rebellion against God’s authority.

On Judgment Day, Jesus will tell those who have not done God’s
will: “I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity” (Mt.
7:23). The word “iniquity” means to live in a condition without law,
either because of ignorance of it, or because of violating it.3 One who
has contempt for and continually violates God’s law expresses the
characteristics of Satan.4 John wrote: “Whosoever committeth sin
transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law” (1 Jn.
3:4). He further stated: “All unrighteousness is sin” (5:17). Therefore,
to live without respecting and submitting to God’s authority is to live
as the child of the devil. There is no middle ground. One is either a
child of the devil or he is a child of God.

Does this mean that the children of God are perfect, without sin.
No! It simply means that they neither live “to sin” nor “in sin.”
Children of the devil have fallen prey to Satan and they have chosen to
continue in darkness. Children of God do not habitually serve Satan.
Instead, they strive to continually walk in the light of God’s truth
(1 John 1:5-2:4). There are no sinlessly perfect people, but the children
of God have been sanctified, justified, made righteous because of
Christ. Paul wrote:

What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but
under grace? God forbid. Know ye not, that to whom ye yield
yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye
obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteous-
ness? But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, but
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ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine which was
delivered you. Being then made free from sin, ye became the
servants of righteousness (Rom. 6:15-18).

Children of the devil have no regard for righteousness. Again, Paul
states: “For when ye were the servants of sin, ye were free from
righteousness” (6:20). To serve sin is to serve Satan. To serve God,
walking in His light, is to be a child of God.

Paul presents a vivid picture of what some of the devil’s children
are like, as he declares:

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in
unrighteousness; Because that which may be known of God is
manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the
invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly
seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his
eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:
Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as
God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imagina-
tions, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing them-
selves to be wise, they became fools, And changed the glory of
the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible
man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.
Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the
lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between
themselves: Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and
worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who
is blessed for ever. Amen. For this cause God gave them up unto
vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use
into that which is against nature: And likewise also the men,
leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one
toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly,
and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which
was meet. And even as they did not like to retain God in their
knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those
things which are not convenient; Being filled with all unrigh-
teousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness;
full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,
Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors
of evil things, disobedient to parents, Without understanding,
covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable,
unmerciful: Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which



Bryan Braswell 349

commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same,
but have pleasure in them that do them (Rom. 1:18-32).

Their characteristics show that they are of Satan, but we have to ask:
“Do these characteristics sound familiar? Do we see these things
around us in today’s society?” Realizing Paul’s point in saying, “to
whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to
whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto
righteousness” (Rom. 6:16), each person should look into his own heart
and ask: “Who am I serving? Am I serving “sin unto death, or of
obedience unto righteousness”? Am I a child of the devil, or a child of
God?” It is one or the other.
CHILD OF GOD OR CHILD OF THE DEVIL, WHICH ONE?

There is no middle ground. One is either a child of the devil or a
child of God. The church at Laodicea was playing “both ends of the
stick,” as we say sometimes. The Lord told them: “So then because
thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my
mouth” (Rev. 3:16). There is no time for idleness in the Lord’s church.
There is no time for idleness in the individual Christian. Our fight must
be carried to the enemy. If we are lukewarm, “or fluctuating between
a torpor and a fervour of love,”5 the Lord will reject us, spit us out, and
in judgment we will hear Him say: “I never knew you: depart from me,
ye that work iniquity” (Mt. 7:23). Just as we cannot serve God and
mammon at the same time, we cannot serve God and Satan at the same
time. It is as Jesus said: “No servant can serve two masters: for either
he will hate the one, and love the other; or else he will hold to the one,
and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and mammon” (Lk. 16:13).

Professed “Christians” who try to have one foot in the Lord’s
kingdom (the church) and the other foot in Satan’s kingdom (the world)
pose one of the most difficult, wretched, heartrending, ever-present
problems with which the church has to deal. There is no greater sorrow
for the faithful child of God than having to deal with a double-minded
man who is unstable in all of his ways (Jas. 1:8; 4:8). When we draw
near to God, we know He will draw nigh unto us. When we cleanse our
hands and purify our hearts, God will help us to overcome the problem
of trying to serve two masters. We must not think that we can continue
in the devil’s sin and believe that God’s abounding grace will save us.
Denying such wrong thinking, Paul strongly answers: “God forbid!”
(Rom. 6:2). There is no middle ground or a gray area. One is either
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righteous or he is unrighteous. One is either a child of the devil walking
in the black darkness of sin or he is a child of God walking in the white,
bright light of God’s Word.

CONCLUSION
Children of the devil are in the majority. Children of God are in the

minority. God looks upon those who profess to be His children as being
faithful or unfaithful, right or wrong. He not only judges us by our
actions, He knows our hearts. He knows if we are His children, or if we
are children of the devil. Are you a child of God or a child of Satan? It
is one or the other!

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
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